
The GeoPOLITICS of MEDIA, 
FREEDOM, POWER, 

DEVELOPMENT & HAPPINESS
Barriers-Challenges-Opportunities



GEO-POLITICS

What does “”GEOPOLITICS” mean?
• The ways in which INTERNATIONAL/GLOBAL 

affairs  can be examined and understood 
through multiple GEOGRAPHICAL FACTORS.
1. PHYSICAL LANDSCAPES

• Natural features:  Mountains, Forests, Rivers, Lakes, Oceans

2. CLIMATE/CLIMATE CHANGES:  Heat/Cold, Rain (or 
lack thereof), Snow, Dust, Sand, rising seas, ozone

3. ELEVATION/Altitude

4. CULTURAL REGIONS based on language, ethnicity, 
race, religion, politics, gender, etc. 

5. NATURAL RESOURCES:  Oil, water, arable land/top 
soil, natural gas, forests, etc.



SOVEREIGNTY: NATIONAL or CULTURAL

What does “sovereignty” mean?
1. The FREEDOM(S) to control and develop one’s 

own destinies on one’s own TIME-TABLE.  
Implies a moral necessity to have it as a cornerstone 
of free will and the democratic process.

2. The QUALITY and the REALITY of having 
independent authority over ones own life as well 

as a VALUED VOICE in the SYSTEMS of 
GOVERNANCE (Economic, Political, Cultural).

3. MEDIA SOVEREIGNTY usually refers to the 
capability to produce and control one’s own media and 
communications systems AS WELL AS the 
INFORMATION/content WITHOUT  outside 
interference.



CULTURAL IMPERIALISM 
& NEO-COLONIALISM

CULTURAL IMPERIALISMTHE imposition 
by one politically or economically dominant 
community of various aspects of its own 
culture onto another non-dominant 
community. 

 DIRECT POWER: Control by force or by political or 
economic DOMINATION.  

• MILITARY CONTROL/INTERVENTION

• U.S.  Panama, Philippines, Puerto Rico, Iraq,  

• Russia  Ukraine 

• COLONIALISM or NEO-COLONIALISM the broader 
use of economic, political, cultural, or other pressures to control 
or influence other countries, especially former dependencies

 SOFT POWER: 

 Imposing protocols or value systems (and 
viewpoints) over the other population.

 MAJOR FORMS: MEDIA, schooling, customs, traditions, 
religion, language, social and moral norms, and other 
aspects of the imposing community 



GEO POLITICS: Physical/Geographic 
Barriers to Sovereignty & Development

• Geographic FEATURES 
which STRUCTURE/LIMIT
 Islands, Mountains, 

Water (Oceans), Time 
Zones

Indonesia = 18,307 islands
across 3,500 miles

Micronesia = 1,500 islands across 
1,800 miles



Physical/Geographic



Geography & 
Infrastructure -- Roads, 
Bridges, Buildings…

Scarcity and/or Abundance of 
Resources (Water, Arable Land, 
Gas/oil, Electricity, Paper, Food)
Trans-Bolivian Highway (AndesAmazon)



India: North/Western Himalayas





Haiti – Dominican Republic



Linguistic Barriers/Hurdles to Sovereignty
Linguistic Diversity within Nations
Country # of languages

% of world
languages Official or national language(s)

Total population
(July 2005 est.) 

Papua New Guinea 820 11.86% Hiri Motu, Tok Pisin, English 5,545,268

Indonesia 742 10.73% Indonesian 241,973,879

Nigeria 516 7.47% Edo, Efik, Adamawa Fulfulde, Hausa, Idoma, Igbo, 
Central Kanuri, Yoruba, English

128,771,988

India 427 6.18% Lingua franca: English & Hindi
Official languages: Assamese, Bengali, Bodo, Dogri, 
Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, Kashmiri, Konkani, Maithili, 
Malayalam, Marathi, Meitei, Nepali, Oriya, Eastern 
Panjabi, Sanskrit, Santali, Sindhi, Tamil, Telugu, Urdu.

1,080,264,388

Mexico 297 4.30% Spanish 106,202,903 

Cameroon 280 4.05% English, French 16,380,005

Australia 275 3.98% English 20,090,437

China 241 3.49% Mandarin Chinese
Regional: Daur, Kalmyk-Oirat, Lu, Peripheral Mongolian, 
Central Tibetan, Uyghur, Xibe, Northern Zhuang

1,306,313,812

Dem Rep Congo 216 3.12% Koongo, Lingala, Luba-Kasai, Congo Swahili, French 60,085,804

Brazil 200 2.89% Portuguese 186,112,794

Philippines 180 2.60% Filipino, English 87,857,473

Malaysia 147 2.13% Malay 23,953,136

Canada 145 2.10% English, French 32,805,041

Sudan 134 1.94% Standard Arabic 40,187,486

Chad 1.22 1.92% Standard Arabic, French 9,826,419

Russia 129 1.87% Russian 143,420,309

Tanzania 128 1.85% Swahili, English 36,766,356

Nepal 125 1.81% Nepali 27,676,547

Vanuatu 115 1.66% Bislama, English 205,754



Linguistic Barriers/Hurdles to Sovereignty
Linguistic Diversity within Nations



Linguistic Barriers/Hurdles to Sovereignty
Linguistic Diversity within Nations
 Multilingualism= Multiple languages 

commonly spoken. 
• Logistics of communicating across several 

or many different languages

 2nd OR 3RD Language Dominance—
• “National Language” different from the 

language of the people.
• Colonial Linguistic ties.
• English as a “Global Language”

 LANGUAGE FUSIONS 
• (PIDGINS, creoles, dialects, accents).
• PIDGIN = a grammatically simplified means of 

communication that develops between two or 
more groups that do not have a common/shared 
language

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-38000387


2nd non-Native language dominance
Hierarchy and Status of Languages w/in a nation

 “National Language” different 
from the language of the 
people

 Colonial Linguistic ties

 English as a “Global 
Language”

 Schools

 Government

 Business



Language: Formal vs. Informal vs. Legal 
Conflicts around language in a nation

 Language and POWER Politics

https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-us-canada-50355566/i-was-detained-for-speaking-spanish-in-the-us
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-67524008


EDUCATION: 
FORMAL + INFORMAL



Education  Opportunity
 Americans change jobs 10-15 times 

(avg.) during the course of their 
working lives.

 National average salary for someone 
with a bachelor's degree is $57,026, 
compared to $34,197 for someone with 
just a high school diploma.

 B.A. = $1-1.5 million over the course of 
a lifetime

Quality of Life
• HEALTH: 69% of college graduates, as opposed 

to 45% of high school graduates, reported 
exercising each week.

• COMMUNITY. 39% of those with a bachelor’s 
degree volunteered in 2015, as opposed to 16% 
with a high school diploma.

• VOICE. 45% college graduates voted compared 
to high school graduates (20%) in the same 
age group.

• The children of college graduates were 5X more 
likely to be involved in a variety of educational 
activities with their families.



Bachelor’s Degree or Higher by County



Income Distribution across geography



Education  Opportunities 2022
Media & Communication Related Careers



Access/Costs/Funding for Schools

• Daily Transportation/Travel to School
• Job/financial loss for low income families
• School Uniforms
• Books
• Government/State/Local  Tax base
• Yearly Budget? Approval?
• International Organizations (Strings 

Attached)?
• Funding for teacher Training?

Priorities/Allegiances of 
Schools/Teaching
• Gender
• Income
• Religious/Cultural
• Math/Science
• Reading/Writing
• Test taking

Time spent in Educational
Environments

• Formal schooling?

• Informal schooling (Media/work)?

Educational Barriers & 
Opportunities

Bunker Roy

https://www.barefootcollege.org/about/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/multimedia/photos/journey-to-school-photo-gallery/


Getting to School

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=at2gAjtsgtk
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/multimedia/photos/journey-to-school-photo-gallery/
https://www.amusingplanet.com/2013/03/kids-risking-their-lives-to-reach-school.html


World Happiness Report 
(WHR) 



EQUALITY AND HAPPINESS THROUGH EDUCATION

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xCe2m0kiSg


Media and Education
 “Container Schools”
 3D Programming and Positive 

Emotional Contagion Psychology
 Replicating Drugs in H.S. 

Chemistry

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2JOf_dltg80
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/technology-24290937/smiling-helps-children-in-the-classroom
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-38153254


Bhutan – Media & Gross national 
Happiness

Bordering China & India



Bhutan - faqs
 Total population 750,000 ( 

slightly larger than Vermont)
• 60% of population is under 

25
 LANGUAGES:

• Dzongkha + Nepali + 
Tshangla + Engish

 Dominant Religion:  
Buddhist (Tibetan)

 1960 construction on first 
auto roads
• 1500km since then

 1970s to Present:  
• Electricity to rural areas
• Bhutan gets first stoplight
• Bhutan Takes down only 

stoplight
 DEMOCRACY! King 

Abdicates in favor of 
democracy 2007.
• MOCK/PRACTICE 

ELECTION = April 21, 
2007 

• Real Election : 
December 31, 2007

 2008 National Assembly and 
Prime Minister ELECTED!

Bhutan King Jigme Khesa Wangchuck and Queen Jetsun Pema



21ST CENTURY Media Transformations in bhutan:
One of the last nations on 
earth to be connected to the 
internet & television
 1999: Television Enters 

(Satellite TV 45200 
Channels)

 2000: The Web/Internet 
COMES TO BHUTAN!

 2005: Cell Phone Telecom
 2010: SmartPhone/iPhone
 2010:  The Credit Card 

arrives
 2011:  BHUTAN CENTRE 

FOR MEDIA AND 
DEMOCRACY & St. Michael’s 
College  MEDIA NOMADS 
PROJECT



BHUTAN:
Pearls of happiness From the Geography of Bliss

BUDDHISM as a belief system 
 Suffering and Happiness: Two sides to the 

same coin
 Suffering is an inherent part of life. The 

art of life is learning how to suffer well.
 Happiness and sorrow are our own 

responsibilities – and completely within our 
control. Train the mind to manage both. 

 Mental and Physical RESILIENCE and coping 
strategies. 

 Muditā  sympathetic or vicarious joy; The 
pleasure that comes from delighting in other 
people's well-being.

 WANTING:  people should not be too focused 
on wanting many different things as the 
enjoyment won't last

 Deliberate attentiveness to others Hospitality
 Low to no crime rate
 Fewer UNREALISTIC EXPECTATIONS
 GNH = GROSS NATIONAL HAPPINESS as an enacted 

policy
 The Bhutanese don’t always do things that make 

ECONOMIC SENSE if the economics don’t make 
human/environmental sense. 



SMC-BCMD Media Education Project
MEDIA NOMADS!
 12 month – Educational Service-

Learning Project on 
Media Education/Literacy

 2 SMC FACULTY + 4 DMC 
Students 
 Profs. Hyde & Kusserow)
 SMC students: Kayle Schnell, 

Lynne Anderson, Bobby Gaglini, 
Alex Greene

 Bhutan Centre for Media & 
Democracy
 Pek Dorji

 BHUTANESE TEACHERS and 
STUDENTS



Dress



SMC-BCMD Media Education Project
Topics: 
• Media Gross National 

Happiness
• Media Literacy/Education
• Global Media
• Media Use/Addiction
• Advertising/Consumerism
• Media & Health/Well-Being
• Media Violence/Fear
• Media and Democracy



MEDIA
Happiness
& Freedom 



MEDIA FREEDOM/Sovereignty
 Increasing the quantity of the 

available kinds of media 
• “Home-Grown” and/or “native” to the country and its 

people.  
• Grassroots: Books, magazines, TV shows, Films which 

come out of local citizen’s stories, fears, hopes, and 
dreams.

• NOT from outside corporations or outside political 
systems

 Improving the QUALITY of 
Media =

• USEFUL INFORMATION, or means of communication. 
Implied notion of EMPOWERMENT—enacting important 
or needed changes

• REPRESENTATIVE of the needs, wants, desires, and 
VOICES of actual people within the country. 



MEDIA DEVELOPMENT
Media DEVELOPMENT= TRIPLE (x5) Meaning:

1. Improving AUDIENCE ACCESS and types of INTERACTIONS  
for ALL CITIZENS (not just the wealthy) 
 FREE or LOW COST Access to  SCHOOLS, Books, Phones, TVs, Satellites, Fiber 

optics, computers, newspapers…along with the educational centers of learning.

 Improving the QUALITY - “interactions,” “transactions,” and resulting 
“resonance” that happen during and b/c of media use/consumption.

2. Improving the Physical Technologies and up-dating older 
SYSTEMS used to transmit OR distribute 
information/messages.

 Fiber optics, WIFI, Bandwidths, micro-nets, devices

3. Improving the QUALITY of CONTENT/PROGRAMMING

4. Improving MEDIA EDUCATION and Crap-detecting Literacy

5. Improving the actual ORGANIZATIONS (People, 
Communications & Services) which provide information to a 
people  



Africa: Sub Marine Cables

• Of the 945 million 
people living on the 
continent, just 104 
million use the internet 
regularly. 

• 40% of African nations 
are connected to the 
world through one or 
two fibre-optic cables.



Submarine Cable Map



New Developments: Estonia & Saudi Arabia



Media TECH BARRIERS to Cultural Sovereignty
Mobile Phone CostsAs a Percentage of Monthly Income

World’s most expensive phone costs:

 Malawi - 56.29% of average 
monthly earnings

 Madagascar - 52.55% of average 
monthly earnings

 Central African Republic - 51.63% 
of average monthly earnings

World’s Cheapest phone costs:
 Macau, China - 0.11% of 

average monthly earnings
 Hong Kong, China - 0.18 %

of average monthly 
earnings

 Denmark - 0.19% of 
average monthly earnings



New Media BIAS: The SELF and One’s CLAN
Narcissism + Self-Centered CLAN
Narcissistic BIAS  Addiction:

 SMART PHONE FILTERS

 META/Facebook/Instagram

 TikTok

 Apple-Facetime



Jean Twenge: iGen

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UA8kZZS_bzc


“The ENTERTAINMENT Media” 

• Represents a Privileged Class

• Racially WHITE

• It does NOT tell/represent LOCAL 
realities or stories which really 
challenge POWER & THE STATUS QUO.

 The pseudo shield of “objectivity” or 
“impartiality”

 Romance of the “elites”
 National and “nationalistic” focus

Media BARRIERS to Cultural Sovereignty



Media and Cultural 
Development in Africa

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gzGjbNlferE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLxyJagWhYw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UoOc8FnS7qE


BBC Pidgin + Google’s Noto

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16_NYHUZ1kM%20+%20https://vimeo.com/185700918
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